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96 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF 

June 27th. 

Mr. Cassin, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Thirteen members present. 

On Report of the respective Committees, the following papers were 
ordered to be published : 

New Species of MORDELLIDiE collected in Illinois. 
BY C. A. HELMUTH, M. D. 

MOKDELLA. 

M. lunulata. Anal style long, slender. Last joint of maxillary palpi 
scalene triangular. Black ; head, margins of thorax, scutellum, basal margin 
of elytra, a humeral lunule and suture cinereous pubescent, beneath varied 
with cinereous and black. - 18. 

MOKDELLISTENA. 

M. i n t e r m i x t a. Hind tibiae with two equal ridges ; first joint of hind 
tarsi with two, second with one ridge. Black; mouth, front legs and elytra 
piceous ; pubescence of elytra dark brown, with light hairs intermixed. -10. 

M. auricoma. Hind tibiae with two equal ridges; first joint of hind 
tar3i with three, second with two ridges. Black, linear ; pubescence brown 
sericeous ; head, antennas, anterior half of thorax, front and middle legs fer- 
ruginous. -11. 

M. n i g e r r i m a. Hind tibias with two ridges, the anterior one extending 
across the tibia; first joint of hind tarsi with three, second with two ridges. 
Narrow, entirely black; pubescence grayish. -09. 



Note on the Species of MYODITES Latr, inhabiting the United States. 
BY JOHN L. LE CONTE, M. D. 

The species of this genus are found on the flowers of Solidago, in the 
months of August and September. As they are not much sought after by 
collectors, several species probably yet remain to be discovered. 

The following analytical table will separate the species now before me. 
The measurements are decimals of an English inch : 

Abdomen yellow; podex piceous ; elytra yellow, immaculate. 

•36. Vertex prominent, acutely carinated 1. s c ab er Lee. 

•30. Vertex prominent, not carinated 2. semiflavusn. tp. 

Abdomen of both sexes black. 

•24. Vertex obtusely rounded, elytra yellow. 3. 1 u t e i p e n n i s n. sp. 

•28. Vertex prominent, slightly carinated ; elytra sparsely punctured, with 
the base and outer margin black 4. fasciatus Lee. 

•20. Vertex acutely prominent and carinated ; elytra densely punctured, 
with the base and outer margin blackish 5. W a Is hii n. sp. 

•12 — -14. Vertex slightly but acutely prominent; elytra fuscous; middle 
and tip pale 6. stylopides Newman. 

1. M. s c a b e r. Niger, confertim subtiliter punctatus, vertice conico, apice 
acute breviter carinato ; thorace linea dorsali tenuissima elevata ; elytris 
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politis, luteis parce subtiliter punctatis ; abdomen (fetninae) flavum, fortiter 
punctatum, segmentis anticis dorsalibu3 fere laevibus, ultimo dorsali piceo ; 
pedes nigri. Long. '35. 

Myodes seaber Lee. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sc. 6, 67. 

One mutilated female, from Creek Boundary Survey. Collected by S. W. 
Woodhouse, M. D. Tbe antenna; are wanting. Tbe wings as usual, in the 
females have a broad fuscous band near the tip. 

2. M. s e m i f 1 a v u s. Niger, subtiliter minus dense punctatus, vertice ob- 
tuse conico, apice haud carinato ; thorace basi rotundato, linea dorsali nulla ; 
elytris politis laevibus, flavis, callo humerali obscuro ; abdomen (feminse) 
flavum parce subtiliter punctatum, apice piceum ; pedibus testaceo variega- 
gatis. Long -30. 

Maryland. One specimen given me by Rev. J. G. Morris. 

The antennae are wanting. The anterior feet are entirely testaceous, with 
the base of the thighs dusky ; the middle thighs are dusky, and the tibiae 
and tarsi testaceous ; the hind feet are entirely dusky. The wings have a 
broad smoky band near the tip. 

3. M. 1 u t e i p e n n i s. Niger, capite, thoraceque minus dense punctatis, 
vertice tumido, apice rotundato, haud carinato ; thorace plaga laevi utrinque 
ornato ; basi rotundato, medio minute emarginato ; elytris politis flavis, basi 
fortius, apice parce punctatis, callo humerali fusco, abdomen subtiliter minus 
dense punctatum ; antennae fuscae, pedes anteriores flavo-testacei, postici 
nigri. Long. '24. 

New York. Two females given me by Mr. Koestlin. Very distinct by the 
obtusely rounded vertex. The wings have a broad fuscous band near the 
tip. 

4. SI. fasciatus. Niger, subtiliter dense punctatus, et breviter pubes- 
cens, vertice conico, apice carinato; thorace linea dorsali brevi impressa ; 
basi late rotundata medio paulo emarginata ; elytris politis, parce punctatis, 
flavis, basi margineque externa usque ad medium nigris ; abdomen fortiter 
punctatum; antennae fuscae; pedes picei tarsis testaceis ; antici testaceo - 
marginati. Long. -26. 

Leconte, Say's Entom., Writings, 2, 162. 
Dorthesia fasciata Say, Journ. Ac. Nat. Sc. 3, 274. 
Two females from Pennsylvania. 

5. M. Walsh ii. Niger subtiliter dense punctatus et breviter pubescens, 
vertice anguste elevato et carinato ; thorace plaga parva laevi utrinque or- 
nato, linea dorsali nulla, ad basin rotundato ; elytris subopacis, rugulosis, 
sabtilius punctatis, flavis, basi margineque externo ad medium nigris ; ab- 
domen dense punctatum ; antennae fuscae ; testaceae pedes fusco-testacel ; fe- 
moribus anterioribus basi, posticisque fuscis. Long. -20. 

One male. Rock Island, Illinois. B. D. Walsh, Esq. The wings are en- 
tirely hyaline. Distinct from M. fasciatus by the vertex being less 
prominent, and therefore appearing more acute at the tip, by the base of the 
thorax being not emarginate at the middle, and by the finer and denser punc- 
tuation of the elytra. 

6. M. stylopides. Niger, capite punctato, vertice medio submucronato; 
thorace confertim subtilius punctato, plaga magna laevi utrinque signato ; 
elytris subtiliter rugosis, punctatis, nebula media, margineque apicali palli- 
dis, ore pedibusque obscure testaceis; antennis fusco-testaceis. Long. -12 — 
•14. 

Myodes stylopides Newman, Ent. Slag. 5, 376. 

? Dorthesia flavicornis Say, Journ. Acad. Nat. Sc. 3, 274. 

Myodes flavicornis Lee, Say's Ent. Writings, 2, 162. 

Washington, D. C. ; Baron 03ten Sacken ; Canada, Mr. William Couper. 

The front and mouth are usually dark testaceous ; the vertex has a small 
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acute tubercle ; the punctures of the thorax are fine, and there is a smooth 
space each side of the middle. The elytra are finely rugous, sparsely punc- 
tured, and vary in color, from black to fuscous ; there is a pale band at the 
middle, sometimes reduced to a sutural spot ; the apical margin is also pale. 
The pectus and sides of the abdomen are tolerably coarsely punctured. The 
antenna; are fuscous, sometimes paler ; the feet are dark testaceous. The 
wings of the male are transparent ; in the female there is a subapical fuscous 
cloud as usual. 

In none of my specimens are the antennae bright yellow, as described by 
Say, and I therefore suppose his description to refer to a species unknown to- 
me. 

7. M. americanus Guerin, Diet. Class. d'Hist. Nat. xi. 369. Icon. Regne 
An. tab. 34, fig. 5. 

Unknown to me ; seems by the figure to be an entirely black species, about 
the size of M. f a s c i a t u s. 



STotes on the Species of HARPALUS inhabiting America, north of Mexico, 
BY JOHN 1. LE CONTE, M. D. 

My attention has been recently drawn to the essay on classification of the 
Harpalini of Denmark, by Schiodte,* and I have attempted by aid of the ideas 
therein developed to group our species in a natural manner. In doing this, 
I have noticed peculiarities in some of them, which seem to show that 
the characters used in the essay quoted do not possess the value that has 
been attributed to them by the author. 

Thus, for example, in the first division (genuine Harpalini,) Bradycellus is 
separated from all the other genera by the last joint of the palpi being atten- 
uate, and the body smooth ; in the other genera the last joint of the palpi is 
fusiform, and the body reticulate. 

I find that this is correct, as far as relates to the genera allied to Aniso- 
dactylus; but fails in the others; in Stenomorphus and Gynandropus the 
surface is not reticulate, while in Gynandrotarsus it is quite distinctly so. 
In most species of the group (or perhaps genus) Selenophorus the surface is 
reticulate, but in the iridescent species (o p a 1 i n u s Lee, gagatinus Dej., 
and i r i p e n n i s Say,) no trace of reticulation can be seen ; inS. fatuus 
Lee. it can scarcely be observed. 

Similar exceptions may be found among the typical Harpalus : thus in H. 
amputatus Say, the female is very finely reticulate, and the male is 
polished ; the reticulation is scarcely perceptible in the male of H. f allax 
Lee, megacephalus Lee, while in both sexes ofH. spadiceus Dej., 
testaceus Lee. and nitidulus Chaud., the surface is polished. 

So in the Stenolophini, in which the body is declared to be smooth, a 
similar exception is seen in the finely reticulate S. carbonarius. 

The fundamental division of the species of Harpalus into two groups, (I. 
Setae ambulatories abdominales pilis nullis intermixtse: seta? ambulatoriae 
femorales parciores et graciliores, foveolis setigeris minutis, and II. Setae 
ambulatoriae abdominales pilis longioribus inaequalibus intermixtae : setae 
ambulatoriae femorales copiosae validiores, foveolis setigeris plerumque pro- 
fundius impressis,) seems to me also defective when applied to our species. 
I find that the ambulatorial setae of the anterior thighs are more numerous 
and stronger in the males than in the females, and that the use of this char- 
acter will be likely to lead to error. In some species I observe some long 
bristles about midway between the ambulatorial setae and the side of the 
abdomen, which may serve to group the species in a secondary manner. I 
have termed them accessory setae. 



* Kibyer, Tids. 3d ser. vol. i. 
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